analgesics and the treatment of pain, and Dr G T Ipenoer, on artificial respiration.
The sections concerned with respiratory physiology have been considerably expanded, as have those dealing with the muscle relaxants and with the uptake and distribution of anrsthetic gases, while there has been much detailed rewriting throughout.
It is difficult to fault the contents of this balanced and readable book, which reviews a vast amount of information on anaesthesia in its widest sense. An occasional feeling of disappointment that certain fields, such as dental anmsthesia, are discussed less than fully is allayed when it is recalled that this was never intended to be a traditional textbook.
Nevertheless, there are few aspects of the specialty to which there is no recent reference or constructive comment although these are not always easy to find, for in spite of its twenty-eight pages, the index is not infallible. For example, trimeprazine is not listed, though mentioned as a premedicant for children in one chapter, and its formula given in another.
Yet, with over two thousand references, this excellent and well produced volume will continue to be indispensable for anmsthetists preparing for higher examinations and equally valuable to their teachers and examiners. The price, though increased, is still reasonable for a book of this size and quality. 0 P DINNICK Proceedings of a Symposium on Scoliosis held on 5 and 6 July 1965 edited by P A Zorab pp 96 illustrated £2 2s London: National Fundfor Research into Poliomyelitis & Other Crippling Diseases 1966 By the time the proceedings of most symposia are published, the contents are several more years out-of-date even than they were when read at the symposia. This volume constitutes an exception, for so little is known about scoliosis and knowledge about it is advancing so slowly that it is difficult to be out-of-date on this topic, and impossible to be so if the symposium took place only about a year ago. In this instance, therefore, librarians need not emit the groan which they customarily produce when presented with the opportunity to purchase yet another symposium's proceedings.
This collection of papers, only one-sixth of which is concerned with the purely orthopedic aspects of scoliosis, is unusually valuable, especially when the discussion concerns the cardiorespiratory aspects of this mysterious deformity. It is inevitable that some of the more valuable contributions, which depended largely upon lantern slides or upon the showing of cine films, are somewhat meaningless without these accompaniments, and it is unfortunate that the only very abbreviated report is clearly one of major importance; but there is every reason to think that this publication will be referred to by all persons interested in scoliosis for some years to come, and that its multiplicity of emphasis among several specialties will ensure it a survival longer than that of most such documents. The papers themselves are lucid and obviously prepared to be understood by specialists in many disciplines. D anisthetist. Similarly there are excellent sections on endotracheal intubation, the choice ofrelaxant, followed by causes of post-operative apncea, and there is a careful description of local analgesia with lignocaine and the correct management of over-dosage manifested by convulsions. The policy of nitrous oxide and oxygen anmsthesia with a muscle relaxant and the details relevant to various major abdominal procedures are very well described. That most interesting abnormality cesophageal atresia, with and without tracheal fistula, is described in excellent detail together with an appreciation of current results of surgical treatment of these conditions.
After the very interesting section on anesthesia for thoracic surgery there is a surprising omission. This is the complete absence of any reference to anwesthesia for the operative treatment of cardiac disease in the neonate. On the other hand a section of 20 pages, almost 10% of the whole book, is devoted to the effective management of laryngotracheobronchitis. Occasionally this infection occurs in the neonatal period of life, but the much more common period is that of the 'toddler' age when the patient is constantly exposed to upper respiratory infection. 'Croup' is not normally one of the grave dangers of the neonate.
With these criticisms, to which must be added an undue number of large photographs of simple equipment such as a plastic three-way tap on page 28 and a disposable plastic syringe on page 90, this book contains almost everything useful for the anxsthetist embarking upon the anmsthetic management of a patient undergoing surgery in the first month of life.
R W COPE
The iEtiology of Compressed Air Intoxication and Inert Gas Narcosis by P B Bennett pp xvi+ 116 illustrated 35s Oxford &c.: Pergamon Press 1966 This monograph by Dr Bennett has cleared the air on a subject which for many years has been fraught with controversy and uncertainty. Recent advances in diving and the introduction of high pressure oxygen techniques into conventional medicine have drawn attention to the established condition of nitrogen narcosis.
Until recently nitrogen has been classified as an inert gas and this has lulled pressure physiologists into a false sense of security. Bennett, with painstaking endeavour, has spent the last twelve years of his academic life studying this problem. He has taken nitrogen at its face value and compared its effect on man with similar respirable gases such as helium, hydrogen, argon, krypton and xenon, all of which have been shown to have a potential narcotic property.
The anasthetic properties of nitrogen have been established beyond doubt and although evidence has been produced to incriminate carbon dioxide retention, this is now shown to be no more than a summation effect. Furthermore the narcotic effect of nitrogen, which has hitherto been regarded as a phenomenon occurring only at depth, is now shown to be a progressive effect from the moment at which pressure is increased. All Bennett's conclusions are supported by painstaking experimental work with his text adequately illustrated by graphs and drawings.
Inert gas narcosis is studied in the widest relation to pressure physiology and this publication becomes a milestone in the literature of underwater medicine.
STANLEY MILES
Clinical Orthopiedics and Related Research Volume 39 edited by Anthony F DePalma pp ix +244 illustrated 60s Philadelphia: JBLippincott 1965 London: Pitman Medical The symposium on Current Concepts of Myopathies, edited by Dr W Engel, is a good review but it suffers from the fact that it is unavoidably complicated. There are so many points to cover and to discuss that any review must be long and technical. Consequently the reader gets a recurrent feeling that he would do better referring to original articles, especially those classics in which large series of patients have been carefully analysed. This criticism does not apply to Dr Engel's own chapter on Muscle Biopsy or to the brief but practical summaries of physical and orthopmdic treatment by Dr Fried and Dr Thomas Gucker.
In the general orthopedic section there is a good account of a lateral approach to the front of the cervical spine posterior to the carotid sheath; multiple (7-12!) pin fixation of slipped upper femoral epiphyses; a review of the results of intertrochanteric osteotomy for osteoarthritis of the hip, in which the authors suggest that the beneficial biological changes are due to increased vascularity. Other articles include a short review of surgical treatment of hand deformity, a case history of a patient with paraplegia due to congenital kyphosis, who made an eventual satisfactory recovery after cord decompression, and a discussion of limb overgrowth in children suffering from hvmophilia. As a collective work the book fully covers the diagnosis and treatment of the coagulation disorders, including the medical and surgical emergencies which arise as well as the long term care of the affected individuals. The fibrinolytic and defibrination syndromes are not discussed. A very special chapter on hwmophilia as a
